
What Is It To Be Human? 
26th June, 2010 at 2.00pm – Shirehall, Shrewsbury 

 

A public forum and  discussion to explore the c ultural, ethical, spiritual and soci al qualities of being 
human, co-ordinated by Guy Otten, a  lawyer and tribunal judge who is chair  of Great er Manc heste r 
Humanists.  Three panel members will explore the theme from their own perspective and audience 
members will be given an opportunity to have their questions addressed by the panel . 
 

 
Panel  Member s : 
 

Kenan Malik was born in India, brought up in Manchester and now lives in 
London.  He studied neurobiology and the history & philosophy of science.  
Now  a writer, lecturer and broadcaster and S enior Visit ing Fellow at the 
Department of Political, International and Policy Studies at the University of 
Surrey, he is a present er of Analysis, BBC Radio 4's flagship current affairs 
programme and a panellist on the Moral Maze. He used to present Nightwaves 
on BBC Radio 3 and has also written and presented a number of radio and TV 
documentaries. His books include From Fatwa to Jihad (2009), Strange Fruit 
(2008), Man, Beast and Zombie (2000), and The Meaning of R ace (1996).  He  

has long campaigned for equal rights, freedom of expression and a secular society, and in defence of 
rationalism and humanism in the face of a growing culture of irra tiona lism, m ystici sm and 
misanthropy. 

 
Sally Roberts Jones  is a poet, biographer, critic, historian and bibliographer  
who has just finished a ten-year stint as one of the Royal Literary Fund Writing 
Fel lows at  Swansea  University. She has published fourteen books, including 
poetry, local history, critical studies a nd children’s stories. Born in London, Sally 
moved to Wales in 1967. She is currently Chairman of the Port Talbot Histori cal 
Soci ety. She has written and lectured on the cultural and industrial history of 
Wales and two particular interests are the development of the Arthurian Legend 
and research into the field of Welsh Writing in English. She worked on the Afan 
Valley Projec t in South Wales which a imed to help the community, in one of the 

most socially deprived areas, to find its voice again by seeking out those wit h a story to tell and 
helping them to bring that story to a wider audience.   

 

Vishvapani lives in Manchester, and most of the his work a s a teacher and writer 

is focussed on Buddhism. He is currently writing a biography of the Buddha  to 

be published in Quercus. Regular outlets for his writing and broadcasting include 

Tric ycle: the Buddhist R eview, The Guardian and BBC Radio 4’s Thought for 

the Day. Vishvapani discovered meditation and Buddhism when he was fourteen 
and became a Buddhist soon after. His practice since 1980 has been focussed on 

the Friends of the Western Buddhist Order. In 1996 he founded Dharma Life 

magazine and over the years has had contact with fellow Buddhists in many 

traditions. His current roles include teaching at the Manchester Buddhist Centre, concerned with pain 

and stress management, and he is president of the North London Buddhist Centre. 
 

 
 

Groups involved in organising this event: 
 

Shropshire Humanists, Chester Humanists, Greater Manchester Humanists, 
Marches Secularists, South Cheshire & North Staffs. Humanists 

How to Book 
 

Theatre Severn Box Office, 
Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, SY3 8FT 

Telephone : 01743 281281 
 

Box Office opening hours : 10.00am – 7.00pm  Monday to Saturday 
 

Alternatively by post: 

 
Name : ……………………………………………………………………... 
 
Address : …………………………………………………………………… 
 
                …………………………………………………………………… 
 
                …………………………………………………………………… 
 
Telephone : …………………………………………………………………  
 
Email : ……………………………………………………………………... 

 
Forum Ticket : £7.00 each                      Buffet : £7.00 each 

                   (under 26 : £4.00) 
 

I wish to reserve the following number of tickets for the Forum 
 

( ......  @ £7.00 each               ......  @ £4.00 each ) 
 

I wish to reserve …… tickets for the Buffet @ £7.00 each 
 

Total enclosed £.............. 
 

Please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope with the appropriate fee to 
the address below (cheques made payable to : SCANS Humanists) 

 
c/o Sue Willson, 
7 Sandon Avenue 

Newcast le-u-Lyme 
Staffs. ST5 3QB 

(e-mail enquiries: suewillson62@btinternet.com) 
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